
ANNEX I 

Indicative model Letter of Rights 

The sole purpose of this model is to assist national authorities in drawing up their Letter of Rights at national level. 
Member States are not bound to use this model. When preparing their Letter of Rights, Member States may amend this 
model in order to align it with their national rules and add further useful information. The Member State’s Letter of 
Rights must be given upon arrest or detention. This however does not prevent Member States from providing suspects or 
accused persons with written information in other situations during criminal proceedings. 

You have the following rights when you are arrested or detained: 

A. ASSISTANCE OF A LAWYER/ENTITLEMENT TO LEGAL AID 

You have the right to speak confidentially to a lawyer. A lawyer is independent from the police. Ask the police if you 
need help to get in contact with a lawyer, the police shall help you. In certain cases the assistance may be free of 
charge. Ask the police for more information. 

B. INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACCUSATION 

You have the right to know why you have been arrested or detained and what you are suspected or accused of having 
done. 

C. INTERPRETATION AND TRANSLATION 

If you do not speak or understand the language spoken by the police or other competent authorities, you have the 
right to be assisted by an interpreter, free of charge. The interpreter may help you to talk to your lawyer and must 
keep the content of that communication confidential. You have the right to translation of at least the relevant passages 
of essential documents, including any order by a judge allowing your arrest or keeping you in custody, any charge or 
indictment and any judgment. You may in some circumstances be provided with an oral translation or summary. 

D. RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT 

While questioned by the police or other competent authorities, you do not have to answer questions about the alleged 
offence. Your lawyer can help you to decide on that. 

E. ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS 

When you are arrested and detained, you (or your lawyer) have the right to access essential documents you need to 
challenge the arrest or detention. If your case goes to court, you (or your lawyer) have the right to access the material 
evidence for or against you. 

F. INFORMING SOMEONE ELSE ABOUT YOUR ARREST OR DETENTION/INFORMING YOUR CONSULATE OR 
EMBASSY 

When you are arrested or detained, you should tell the police if you want someone to be informed of your detention, 
for example a family member or your employer. In certain cases the right to inform another person of your detention 
may be temporarily restricted. In such cases the police will inform you of this. 

If you are a foreigner, tell the police if you want your consular authority or embassy to be informed of your detention. 
Please also tell the police if you want to contact an official of your consular authority or embassy. 

G. URGENT MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 

When you are arrested or detained, you have the right to urgent medical assistance. Please let the police know if you 
are in need of such assistance.
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H. PERIOD OF DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY 

After your arrest you may be deprived of liberty or detained for a maximum period of … [fill in applicable number of 
hours/days]. At the end of that period you must either be released or be heard by a judge who will decide on your 
further detention. Ask your lawyer or the judge for information about the possibility to challenge your arrest, to review 
the detention or to ask for provisional release.
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